Questions Asked
The students were asked how the Biology Rocks! class (new class) was different from their other classes.  They were asked what aspects of the class they liked or disliked.  They were asked about the amount of learning they felt they were doing.  They were also asked about how well they felt they would be able to retain what they had learned.  Finally, they were asked about whether they preferred the new class style or something more similar to their other classes.
The students were asked questions regarding the lab aspects of the class and the amount of technology used by both the students and the teacher.
Student Responses
The general feeling of the discussions indicated the students enjoyed the active learning classroom.  The students reported a much more clear understanding of why they needed to learn the material that was being presented.  They also felt they were responsible for their own learning.  They also said they were more involved and engaged with the learning process.
A high percentage of the students responded (+75%), and most of those spoke more than once.  Their answers were typically given in short discussions with multiple students contributing.  Again, the prevailing attitude was very positive.
The students mentioned liking the follow specific aspects of the course:  the structure/format, the deliberate nature of the day to day scheduling (they felt they knew why they were doing what they were doing every day), the laboratories and hands-on experiences, the technology used by the teacher and the students (they mentioned more than once the teacher using new technologies).
Principle’s Reaction
The principle felt confident going into the discussion that the students would be honest.  After reviewing the students’ attendance and disciple records, the principle concluded the students liked the class because there was a noticeable difference in their behavior during the biology course meeting time.  It was also assumed the students liked the active approach from world experience.
She was surprised that the students embraced the “higher” expectations.  They accepted the idea of being accountable for their learning, assignments, and make-up work.  Each class made comments about the fast pace of the curriculum and the resultant need to minimize wasted time from messing around.
One student indicated he wished his other teachers taught their classes in the same way.  The principle would have liked to spend more time discussing exactly what the student meant.  She also reported surprise at their honesty and acceptance of expectations.  The principle reported “[the students’ accountability for their own learning] justified the process as much for me as the assessment scores.”
